
       Name ________________ 
       D at e _________P er _____ 

Understanding Geologic Time Scavenger Hunt 
As you navigate through Geologic Time ,  k eep  your eyes op en f or answ ers to the 
f ol l ow ing q uestions.   
 
http : / / w w w . uc m p . b erk el ey. ed u/ ed uc ation/ ex p l orations/ tours/ geotim e/ gtp age1 . htm l  
 
H int:  T he f irst 5  are in the “ b ook ” .  T he b ook  goes on f or a f ew  w eb  p ages.   
1 .  F ind  the b ook .  F ind  any p age in the b ook  and  d esc rib e w hat is hap p ening there.  
 
 
 
2 .  C urrent sc ientif ic  evid enc e show s that the E arth is ( H int:  H ow  m any p ages and  
how  m uc h tim e p er p age! ) :  
a)  l ess than 1  m il l ion years ol d  
b )  b etw een 3  and  4  b il l ion years ol d  
c )  m ore than 4  b il l ion years ol d  
 
3 .  W hen w as the earl iest l if e on earth?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
4 .  W hen d id  the d inosaur ex tinc tion hap p en?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
5 .  W hen w as the earl iest hom inid ?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
6 .  F ind  the w ord  sup erp osition.  W hat d oes it m ean?  
 
 
  
7 .   W hen d id  am m onites b ec om e ex tinc t?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
8 .  W hat d o sc ientists use to f ind  the rel ative age of  som ething?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
9 .  W hen d id  the tril ob ite l ive?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
1 0 .   F ind  the w om an sc ientist.  W hat is she stud ying?  W hat w il l  she l earn?  
 
 
 
1 1 .  W hat d o sc ientists use to f ind  the ab sol ute d ate of  som ething?   
 
 
1 2 .  W hat k ind  of  roc k  l ayers are the sc ientists d ating?   
 
 



1 3 .  L ist the d if f erent nam es of  the tim e p eriod s on the G eol ogic  T im e S c al e.  
( H int:  T he top  ones onl y—in d ark  b l ue.  T here are 3 . )  
 
 
 
1 4 .  T he d iagram  b el ow  show s a p ortion of  the G eol ogic  T im e S c al e.  W hat d o the 
d ivisions of  tim e rep resent?  
a)  the nam es of  f am ous sc ientists 
b )  m aj or c hanges in f l ora ( p l ants)  and  f auna ( anim al s)  
c )  L atin term s f or l engths of  tim e  

 

1 5 .  D uring w hic h p eriod  d id  l if e ap p ear?  __________________________________ 
 
1 5 .  W hat k ind  of  l if e l ived  d uring the P roteroz oic  E on?  
 
 
 
1 6 .  N am e 2  k ind s of  l if e that l ived  d uring the M esoz oic  E ra?  
 
 
 
1 7 .  D uring w hat p eriod  d id  P angaea c om e together?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
1 8 .  D uring w hat p eriod  d id  sp onges f irst ap p ear?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
1 9 .  D uring w hat p eriod  d id  the f irst f ossil s of  insec ts ap p ear?  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
  
 
 
 



 


