
Name _______________________ 
      D at e _______________ P er i o d  ___ 
 

Getting Into the Fossil Record S ca v enger H u nt 
D irections:  A s y ou  na v iga te throu gh Getting Into the Fossil Record ,  k eep  y ou r ey es op en 
f or a nsw ers to the f ollow ing q u estions.  H int:  T he q u estions a re in order of  a p p ea ra nce.  
http : / / w w w . u cm p . b erk eley . edu / edu ca tion/ ex p lora tions/ tou rs/ f ossil/ 5 to8 / Intro. htm l 
1 .  W ha t is a  f ossil?  
 
 
2 .  W ha t b ody  p a rts m a k e good f ossils?   
 
3 .  N a m e tw o k inds of  tra ce f ossils.   
 
4 .  W hy  is a  q u ick  b u ria l help f u l in the f ossiliz a tion p rocess?  
 

 

5 .  Find the w a lnu t.  H ow  did it b ecom e a  f ossil?   
 
 
6 .  W ha t ha p p ened to the m a m m oth?   
 
 
7 .  W hy  a re the m ou se a nd the j elly f ish b eing com p a red?   



 
8 .  W hy  is it dif f icu lt f or a n orga nism  liv ing in the ra inf orest to b ecom e a  f ossil?    
 
 
9 .  W ha t a re tw o rea sons w hy  m a ny  orga nism s nev er b ecom e p a rt of  the f ossil record?  
 
 
1 0 .  O f  a ll the orga nism s a liv e toda y ,  w ha t p ercenta ge do y ou  think  w ill ev entu a lly  
b ecom e f ossils?  C ircle the b est a nsw er b elow .   
a .  L ess tha n 1 0 %   
b .  2 0 - 5 0  %   
c.  M ore tha n 5 0 %  
1 1 .  W ha t a re tw o w a y s tha t geologic p rocesses ca n destroy  a  f ossil?  
 

 

1 2 .  In w ha t ty p e of  rock  w ou ld y ou  m ost lik ely  f ind f ossils?  C ircle the b est a nsw er b elow .   
a .  igneou s  
b .  m eta m orp hic  
c.  sedim enta ry   
d.  a ll of  the a b ov e 
1 3 .  Find the m a p  of  M onta na .  W ha t a re tw o things to k eep  in m ind w hen y ou  a re look ing f or 
a  f ossil lik e T .  rex ?  W ha t do the colors a nd letters rep resent?  
 
B O N U S :  Y ou  a re a  p a leontologist a t a  f ossil dig site in the Gob i D esert.  Y ou  f ind a  site f illed 
w ith m a ny  f ossiliz ed lea v es,  teeth,  b ones,  eggs a nd ev en f ootp rints f rom  a  v a riety  of  
crea tu res.  B U T  y ou  f ind no tra ce of  insects.  O ne p ossib le ex p la na tion is tha t no insects 
liv ed in the Gob i a t tha t tim e.  W ha t is a nother p ossib le ex p la na tion f or the la ck  of  insects?   


